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Here are the dates of things we expect to happen with the 2010 Games  

this month -- if things are going according to plan:

* Today, January 4: The City of Vancouver begins six weeks of  

implementing its extensive preparations for dressing the city,  

particularly the downtown core, with the Look of the City for the  

Games. This includes replacing street banners with 2010 Games banners,  

special lighting along streets and in various artistic-related  

installations, street signage and marking Olympic priority lanes.  

About 28% of its C$2 million Look of the City budget is being spent on  

6,000 street banners to dress high-traffic roads and bridges in the  

city, with the remainder to be spent on the installations and  

lighting. A focus for the City's banners will be on the two streets  

that the city intends to use to link its two Live Site areas, Hamilton  

and Mainland. They'll link the Georgia Street Live Site, the Vancouver  

Host City Pavilion at the main library, the David Lam Park Live Site,  

the Canada Olympic House at the Roundhouse in Yaletown, and the new  

Canada Line station at Davie Street. A total of 19 blocks of Cambie  

Street are to have special lighting and banners, from the south foot  

of the Cambie Bridge all the way to King Edward Avenue, making it the  

main entranceway to the downtown core for the 2010 Games. The plans  

call removal of most of it to start March 21, at the end of the  

Paralympics, with the exception of the permanent street lighting. At  

that point, the banners and other surplus equipment is to be sold or  

auctioned.

* Today, January 4: VANOC takes full possession of its Pacific  

Coliseum venue in east Vancouver, and begins installing its Games  

overlay. Training in the venue for the 2010 Games begins on February  

4. It'll be used for Olympic competitions in short-track speedskating  

and figure skating February 13-27 and it'll be handed back for its  

normal operations on March 15. The venue's workforce, media and  

officials are expected to begin to arrive each morning between 6-7 pm,  

with the venue's spectator gates to open 2:30-3 pm. The departure  

window for spectators and the back-of-house staff is from 8-10 pm.  

That'll be followed by a late night delivery window, and another one  

in the early morning, as stocks of consumables and other materials  

arrive for the day's use.

* Today, January 4: Vision Co., the general contractor hired by Hockey  

Canada to oversee development of the Hockey Canada Live pavilion  

complex on the False Creek northern shoreline on Concord Development  

land just south of BC Place Stadium, is working through confirmation  

of the pavilion's substantial completion, including fit-out, with  

acceptance and occupancy to begin on January 15. Tear-down is expected  

to begin March 1, the day after the Olympic portion of the Games. Move- 

out has to be completed by March 31. The three linked pavilions will  

be only open to the invited guests and paying customers of corporate  

supporters of tHockey Canada and the International Ice Hockey  

Federation, as well as professional hockey teams and players of the  

National Hockey League and the NHL Players Association, plus their  

families and guests. A party square is expected to be used by up to  

2,500 people at a time, but tickets are needed. Planners say they want  

the pavilions to be "to be a signature venue and one of the most  

memorable activities of the 2010 Olympic Games."

* Today, January 4: Waves of federal government staffers from across  

the country begin arriving starting today, and over the next three  

months to deal with government aspects of supporting the 2010 Games,  

with the scheduling and accommodation in hotels in Greater Vancouver  

and Whistler coordinated by the federal Olympic & Paralympic  

Secretariat and its contractor, Prime Strategies, an event-management  

company that's to act as a broker in providing rooms. The majority are  

expected to be on site during the Olympic Games period of February 9  

to March 1, with a wave leaving in March, more arriving for the  

Paralympics, and then leaving, with them all to be gone by April 15.  

About 140 beds are needed this month.

* Today, January 4: Federal government contracts with Enterprise Rent- 

A-Car in Surrey to lease about 1,000 vehicles during the 2010 Games  

begin and run until the end of April. Almost two thirds of them are to  

be mini-vans and 4x4 SUVs, with another 15% to be big 4x4 crew-cab  

style pick-up trucks. The remaining 20 percent involve some  

intermediate sedans  and compacts. The demand starts as early as today  

and ends as late as June 30, but it looks like a bell curve with a  

steep front end atop the time the 2010 Games are underway.

* Today, January 4: Work begins on setting up the 2010 Protocol  

Operations Centre at the Coal Harbour Community Centre, to be used  

until March 31 by the Chiefs of Protocol from the Governments of  

Canada and British Columbia, the Four Host First Nations Society,  

Richmond, Whistler, VANOC, and the City of Vancouver. The facility is  

a short walk from the main IOC hotel, the Bayshore.

* Today, January 4: Temporary bylaws to allow an increase in the  

accommodation inventory in the City of VAncouver, and help ensure that  

renters aren't evicted to make way for Games spectators and others  

coming to the city for the Games, are now in effect. The bylaws relax  

the Zoning and Development By-law so that owners can rent their home  

or even single bedrooms within their homes from now until March 31.

* Today, January 4: Parking lot 3 at VANOC's Cypress venue closes as  

the organizing committee begins expanding the work its doing to turn  

the area into a Games venue. The mountain, near West Vancouver, is  

where free-style skiing and snowboard events are to be held. It  

expects to be entirely closed to the public for the 2010 Games from  

February 1st to March 8th. Parking earlier closed on Lot 1 and the  

Lodge Lot.

* Today, January 4: Starting today, Canada's Disaster Assistance  

Response Team, a quick-response team of 200 Canadian Forces personnel  

set up to provide help to disaster-affected regions for up to 40 days,  

such as those hit by an earthquakes or hurricane, is under orders to  

stay in Canada until the end of the Paralympic Games.

* Today, January 4: Abbot Street closes near GM Place so compounds can  

begin to be erected.

* Today, January 4: VANOC's retail sponsor, HBC-The Hudson's Bay  

Company, opens the 2010 Olympic & Paralympic Pin Trading Centre in  

VANOC's Vancouver "Superstore", at the Bay's flagship store in the  

city's downtown core. There's also one at Vancouver International  

Airport. They're sponsored by Coca-Cola.

* Today, January 4: A short contest only for residents of the Sea-to- 

Sky corridor between Squamish on the south and Mount Currie on the  

north, inclusive, begins, allowing them to obtain the free tickets to  

the nightly Victory Ceremonies at Whistler Medals Plaza from VANOC.  

The contest will operate until January 15.

* January: VANOC continues issuing Olympic Identity and Accreditation  

Cards (IACs) to each of the national Olympic and Paralympic athletes  

and their team officials, accredited media, temporary workers and  

staffers connected with the Games and its sponsors, in a program that  

began last month. The cards include the logos of the VANOC sponsors  

involved with their production: Atos Origin, for its supporting  

technology, and Ricoh, for its reprographics. The IACs also function  

as an entry and work visa into Canada, according to VANOC briefing  

notes, in a system designed between the federal immigration department  

and VANOC. The idea for them is to ensure swift entry and exit for the  

estimated 5,000 athletes and officials, 5,000 accredited media, and  

thousands of others due to work at or for the Games. Magnus Alvarsson,  

Atos Origin's chief integration officer for the 2010 Games, says the  

entire accreditation system is expected to deal with 90,000 people.  

"It identifies all accredited athletes, workforce, volunteers, media,  

sponsors and officials, manages their registration and assigns access  

to buildings, facilities and systems." The OIACs became valid December  

12 but couldn't be validated until December 14 at VANOC's main  

Accreditation and Uniform Centre, located at the Forum building near  

the main entrance to the PNE Grounds in east Vancouver, and they're  

good until March 28. They're mailed out to specific recipients who  

registered last year, but they have to be presented for formal  

validated before they can be used. See below for dates of locations  

VANOC is opening up this month for the rest of its accreditation  

centres.

* January: The last of the required professional ice-track surveys to  

measure out the specific design on the ice sheets for short-track  

speedskaters at VANOC's main short-track speedskating venue, the  

Coliseum, and its rehearsal rink at the new Killarney arena, both in  

east Vancouver, take place this month. International Skating Union  

rules require such surveys to be done several times in advance of the  

Games. The surveyors also work with the VANOC ice-makers daily while  

the Games are underway. The surveys are required because the same ice  

track is be used for races that range from 500 metres to five  

kilometres -- only the number of laps changes -- but the design  

requires specific ice widths, curves and starting lines on the track.  

To ensure they're accurate, surveyors are used. The starting/finishing  

lines are drawn on the ice at the half-way mark of one of the straight- 

aways. Besides the standard track, there are four other tracks  

surveyed and laid out which are moved one and two meters in either  

direction of the standard track to preserve good ice conditions while  

the races are underway. For all of the tracks, only one finish line is  

used. In the case of the Coliseum, the surveys took place in June,  

July, September and October in 2008, with the final set to be drawn  

this month. In the case of the Killarney arena, the first pre-Games  

survey took place in May, 2009, and again this month.

* January-February: VANOC's brewer sponsor, Molson's, is beginning  

this month to stockpile its beer supplies for sales and celebrations  

during the 2010 Winter Olympics, moving from two to three shifts at  

its Vancouver brewery at the south end of the Burrard Bridge. The  

brewery is capable of filling 1,500 cans of beer per minute when the  

line is running at standard speed. Molson's also distributes Heineken  

beer under contract with the Dutch firm, and the Vancouver brewery  

management is overseeing the development of the Heineken pavilion, the  

anchor tenant at the Richmond O Zone,

* January-February: City of Vancouver bureaucratic services are  

expected to slow a little as 600 of its 9,400 employees will be needed  

to become part of a Host City Team (HCT) in order to run the hosting  

activities it's planning for the 2010 Winter Games. And since they'll  

be drawn from jobs they're currently doing -- some will stay in their  

existing roles, but work on Games-related activities while doing so --  

City services will slow next January, February and, to a lesser  

extent, March. Before the Games, some HCT members are expected to work  

on pre-Games events. During the 17 days of the Olympic portion of the  

Games, all 600 HCT staff are expected to be working full-time, and  

about 200 will be needed for the 10 days of the Paralympic Games.

* January-February: The BC government and RCMP, administratively, are  

bracing for a huge number of applications this month for the 90-day,  

one-time only temporary security license issued to private guards for  

their work during the 2010 Winter Games. Each application needs, among  

other things, a criminal-records check and a risk assessment. The  

length of the temporary license ensures coverage for the length of the  

Olympics and Paralympics, and transition periods on either end of  

those Games. The 90-day license is part of the provisions of the  

Safety Security Act that was approved by the BC legislature in 2007.  

The 90-day workers must work under direct supervision of more- 

experienced staff, but only for 90 days from the date the license is  

issued. They don't have to be a Canadian citizen, which was the case  

before the law came into effect, they need only be a "constant  

resident of Canada." That opened up recruitment for security companies  

from among immigrants, retired people and even "stay-at-home moms."  

Those 90-day workers are expected to comprise about 85% of the private- 

security screening workforce at Games-related venues.

* January 5: VANOC sponsor the Royal Canadian Mint is to begin  

circulating the last of the 25-cent Olympic Games coins, this one  

commemorating speedskater Cindy Klassen's five gold medal wins in long- 

track speedskating for Canada at the 2006 Winter Olympics in Torino,  

Italy. Klassen narrowly failed to qualify last month for the 2010  

Games. Each coin is expected to have a distribution of 22 million,  

with three million of each in colour. The Mint is to release two  

additional coins in its Olympic series: a "Lucky Loonie" one-dollar  

coin on the day the Games open, February 12, and a 25-cent Ice Sledge  

Hockey coin towards the end of the Paralympic Games, on March 18.  

Sales of the coins produce royalties for VANOC.

* January 6:

  -- VANOC is to host one of its major Game Plan presentations today  

at Robson Square primarily for businesses and residents about what to  

expect in the downtown core of Vancouver.

  -- Whistler's Franz Wilhelmsen Theatre begins being used, until  

March 16th, as the Whistler Media House for non-accredited media.

* January 8:

  -- Nominal Olympic-style restrictions on most traffic lanes and the  

like will come into effect, starting today, for each of the five  

Fridays before the February 12 start of the Games to help people learn  

the impact the restrictions might have on them and their travel  

patterns.

  -- Installation of sound systems, video, TV, staging and similar  

work is expected to begin today at Whistler Celebration Plaza. Work on  

setting up the stage is to begin by no later than January 14, the  

arrival of sets, lights, sound, video and elements of the look of the  

Games begins January 25.

* January 10: VANOC's usage period begins with Parklane Whitepines  

Development land, about 20 hectares (50 acres) in an area of Vancouver  

called the East Fraser Lands, so it can be used as a transportation  

depot for about 800 of its Olympic bus fleet. VANOC's expecting to  

operate the site 24 hours a day, starting today, until March 31. he  

buses are to be dispatched to venues throughout the Games footprint,  

including to and from Whistler. The buses, in particular, are expected  

to be used to carry spectators to Cypress Mountain and Whistler from  

transport hubs throughout the Greater Vancouver area, and also to  

transport athletes, officials, media and representatives of Games  

sponsors and governments between sites within the Lower Mainland.

* January 11: VANOC's tier-1 national financial sponsor, RBC-The Royal  

Bank, and Tourism Vancouver teamed up with 2010 Commerce Now to  

provide one last major push to help Greater Vancouver businesses deal  

with the 2010 Winter Games by hosting a free, 4.5 hour workshop this  

morning at the Canada Place Fairmont Hotel.

* January 12:

  -- Accredited news and sports media organizations coming from around  

the world to cover the 2010 Games are to begin moving into the Main  

Media Centre, the Canada Place conference centre near the north foot  

of Burrard Street in downtown Vancouver, for set-up and settlement for  

office and equipment starting at 8 am January 12. VANOC's  

Accreditation desk at its Main Media Centre in Vancouver and its main  

Accreditation Centre in Whistler open.

  -- Sega publishes its VANOC-branded version of the 2010 Winter Games  

video game in North America, and in Europe on January 15. Sega's  

software is a different game from the Nintendo version, which was  

published in mid-November. Sega's game runs on Microsoft's Xbox 360  

system, the Playstation 3 system, and on Windows-based computer  

systems, available for purchase via digital download.

  -- Vancouver 2010 Integrated Security Unit's cruise ships for  

personnel accommodation are expected to arrive at Ballentyne Pier.

* January 15:

  -- VANOC international sponsor Panasonic is expected to being  

installing large video screens over about a month's time in various  

Games-related venues in Greater Vancouver and Whistler. Removal of the  

equipment is expected to begin within a couple of hours of VANOC  

finishing with each venue.

  -- Richmond's Games period begins today and continues to February  

28. The Games period defines a number of supplier contracts.

  -- Companies supplying hundreds of forklifts for VANOC for its  

warehousing operations are to begin providing a well-stocked parts  

department and round-the-clock on-call maintenance service provided  

within 24 hours before and after the Games, but four-hour response  

service during them.

  -- Starting today, a massive, hand-painted mural, entitled "A Modest  

Veil" is to cover the Georgia Street facade of the Vancouver Art  

Gallery at Hornby and Georgia, not far from where the VANOC countdown  

clock is now located.

  -- VANOC's exclusive-use period for the Killarney and Trout Lake  

arenas begins, ending March 10. These are to be used as figure-skating  

and speedskating practice areas.

  -- Quebec Street from Terminal to West 2nd in Vancouver closed  

adjacent to Athletes Village and the Sochi 2014 pavilion at Science  

World dome.

  -- VANOC's accommodation cruise ship, the MV Mona Lisa, is expected  

to take up its station at Berth 1 at the Squamish Terminals dock and  

stay there until March 4. At its peak, it'll be living quarters for  

1,100 of VANOC's workforce in the Sea to Sky corridor. The ship's  

expected to operate 24-hours a day, seven days a week for at least 29  

nights from noon Wednesday, February 3 to noon Thursday, March 4. The  

terminal lease began January 1.

  -- Canadian forces are expected to move into positions around the  

Games venues in the Greater Whistler area about January 15, to patrol  

the outermost of three concentric security rings around each.

  -- V2010 ISU's requirement for 28 big snowmobiles and 30 ATVs for  

back-country security work begins.

  -- A new building at Vancouver International Airport (YVR) that will  

serve during the 2010 Winter Games as a terminal for as many of the  

Olympic and Paralympic official family as possible is due to begin  

operation about this point.

  -- VANOC is obligated to pay US$4 million to the International  

Paralympic Committee in exchange for acquiring all of the Committee's  

rights to the Canadian programs involving marketing, international  

broadcasting and ticket sales connected with the 2010 Paralympics.  

VANOC has so far paid C$3.37 million (US$3 million), and the remaining  

US$1 million is payable today.

* January 18:

  -- A number of suppliers will begin regular deliveries of materials  

to the two Athlete villages starting January 29. Starting today, VANOC- 

contracted ice companies begin bringing into the venues ice chests,  

freezers and bulk storage equipment to deal with what is expected to  

be a total of 67 tonnes of ice that's cubed, shaved and chipped, in  

bags. Deliveries start January 29, with, 1,100 kilograms per day  

during the Games.

  -- Round-the-clock operations begin at VANOC's big vehicle- 

commissioning operation at 8th and Blundell Road in Richmond. This is  

where all of VANOC's vehicles will be commissioned and prepared before  

they are sent out onto their scheduled jobs, and where they'll be  

decommissioned after the Games.

  -- Temporary radar stations for use by V2010 ISU military air- 

traffic controllers are due to arrive. The units are to be used at  

Squamish, Pemberton and Pitt Meadows.

* January 19: The outdoor advertising protection required by VANOC to  

ensure against ambush advertising take effect today. The core areas  

covered in that agreement included the Vancouver City and Richmond  

venues, and billboards adjacent to Highway #1 through New Westminster,  

Burnaby, Vancouver, North Vancouver and West Vancouver and Highway 99  

(the Sea to Sky Highway) from Horseshoe Bay to Pemberton. The venues  

also included all of the advertising space inside the venues,  

including the Vancouver International Airport, and on the Translink  

and Westcoast Express public-transit systems.

* January 20: V2010 ISU's command-and-control centres are due to go  

into operation today. They are expected to be up for 60 days, shutting  

down 48 hours after the last venue closes.

* January 21: Bombardier's Olympic Line demonstration street-car  

service begins running for six weeks during Games time to March 21, to  

move thousands of passengers between Granville Island and the Olympic  

rapid transit line station at the south end of the Cambie Bridge. A  

free service, it's expected to run arrive at a station every eight  

minutes.

* January 22: VANOC's Cultural Olympiad begins. The program includes  

about 600 performances, free and ticketed, with exhibitions in 50  

venues throughout Greater Vancouver and north along the Sea to Sky  

Highway to the Greater Whistler area. Large versions of dozens of  

works of art by Canadians are to appear on transit shelters, the  

SkyTrain and other public spaces in downtown Vancouver, as part of the  

2010 Winter Olympics Cultural Olympiad. The Olympiad is sponsored by  

VANOC's largest national sponsor, Bell Communications. Although the BC  

Museum of Anthropology at the University of BC is not an official  

VANOC venue, it's due to officially re-open, with a ceremony, its  

entire operation on January 23 to coincide with the start of the  

Cultural Olympiad following a C$55 million renovation program that  

included construction of a new wing and three-quarters of its existing  

space, some of which opened last March.

* January 23: Temporary operating permit licenses, for 60 days, for  

taxis and the like take effect today, allowing taxi companies to  

supplement the number of licensed vehicles during the 2010 Games under  

the strict regulatory framework developed for the Games by the British  

Columbia Passenger Transportation Board. Vehicles can't be older than  

2001. The goal, it says, is to allow the private companies that  

operate taxis and limo services throughout Greater Vancouver and  

Greater Whistler to increase the service supply by Games time.

* January 24:

  -- VANOC's volunteers rehearsing for the Olympic Opening and Closing  

Ceremonies switch from two rehearsals per week to four per week,  

starting today until February 27. Rehearsals are evenings and weekends.

  -- Renfrew Street in Vancouver closes adjacent to Pacific Coliseum  

venue, between Hastings and McGill.

  -- VANOC's main vehicle fleet yard in Whistler, a gravelled lot  

south of Whistler, just off Highway 99 near the Whistler Athletes  

Village, goes into 12-hour operation; it'll operate 24 hours during  

the Games.

* January 25:

  -- VANOC's Accreditation desks begins at the Olympic Athlete  

Villages in Vancouver and Whistler, and at the international and the  

domestic terminals at Vancouver International Airport.

  -- Surrey is expected to begin construction in earnest on its  

Olympic Games celebration site, which is expected to operate February  

12-28. It's being built on a large dome-shaped strip along Old Yale  

Road at Holland Park, near where the road intersects the King George  

Highway. It'll use the main area of the park, but the east-bound lane  

of Old Yale Road, where it parallels the park, is to be shut down so  

that the back-of-house production compound can be located on it. The  

total festival site area is approximately 2.5 hectares (6.1 acres).

  -- The Vancouver 2010 Integrated Security Units restrictions to  

areas of water adjacent to three 2010 Games venues come into effect  

today. The restricted zones, which are to be in effect until March 24,  

are located in Coal Harbour, the eastern end of False Creek to the  

Cambie Bridge, and on the the Fraser River next to the Richmond Oval  

building, between the Dinsmore and Number 2 Road bridges. The Coal  

Harbour location is to protect the Bayshore Hotel, which is the main  

International Olympic hotel, an adjacent community centre which is to  

be used for Olympic protocol services, and the two convention centres,  

which are to be used during the Olympics by the media. The False Creek  

location covers the Vancouver Athletes Village on the south and the  

locations of several Olympic government and corporate pavilions on the  

north and east.

  -- Dangerous goods in specific areas around each venue and downtown  

Vancouver will only be allowed from midnight to 6 am between today and  

March 4. Those goods will also be prevented from moving through the  

Burrard Inlet inter-modal terminals during the Games.

  -- V2010 ISU's remote vehicle screening locations are to go into  

operation. They are locations using about 70 people from security  

forces for operations and patrol in a large compound where delivery  

vehicles bound for dropping off materials from VANOC or sponsor  

contractors and service providers will be searched before they can  

enter any of the Games venues once the Vancouver 2010 Integrated  

Security Unit initiates lock-down of the venues.

  -- Round the clock operations at VANOC's vehicle dispatch areas begin.

  -- Portions of Thunderbird Boulevard from the Westbrook Mall to the  

Parkade Entrance close at UBC for VANOC overlay operations. It's the  

first of several street closures connected with the Games at the  

Thunderbird Arena.

  -- Work crews are expected to move onto Minoru Park in Richmond,  

next to City Hall, to begin setting up the Richmond O Zone Olympic  

Games celebration site.

* January 27:

  -- VANOC begins its exclusive-use period for the Britannia Arena,  

which is to be used for practice by international hockey teams. The  

period ends March 5.

  -- Closures of parts of 900 and 1000 blocks of West Cordova as well  

as Waterfront Road adjacent to the Canada Place convention centres  

start. Parts will be set aside as a temporary loading zone for  

business courier use and other quick drop-off, pickups in the  

immediate area.

* January 28:

-- VANOC takes possession of General Motors Place to convert it into  

Canada Hockey Place, the main hockey games venue, with its overlay team.

* January 29:

  -- V2010 ISU's aircraft security planning goes into effect,  

affecting about 20 airports. The formal air restrictions around  

Greater Vancouver and Whistler will come into effect at the same time  

as the 2010 Winter Games Athletes Villages open . The area of what it  

calls "Class F", or restricted, space is comprised of two concentric  

rings of 55.6 kilometres (30 nautical miles) -- NavCanada even calls  

them "Olympic Rings" -- with each ring centred over Vancouver  

International Airport (YVR), in the lower mainland, and on the  

Whistler Athletes Village.

  -- The C$10 million Canadian pavilion is due to be finished  

construction on Vancouver's Georgia Street LiveSite, if it's on  

schedule.

  -- Expo and Pacific Boulevards adjacent to BC Place Stadium and GM  

Place stadium in Vancouver close to traffic

  -- Whistler Way sections close in Whistler

  -- The Canadian Border Services Agency expects to take over today a  

quarter of 144 rooms the Sandman Hotel at 8855 202nd St., in the  

Greater Vancouver suburb of Langley, 40 rooms for 28 days, to February  

25. The rooms are to be used by extra Agency staff who are to be  

assigned to the customs offices at the Aldergrove, Huntingdon,  

Douglas, Boundary Bay, Abbotsford and Pacific Highway border  

crossings. The additional personnel are expected to be doing peak- 

times work on security, entry of goods and people, public health and  

safety for the Games.

* January 30:

  -- The Vancouver 2010 Integrated Security Unit is expected to begin  

locking down -- performing security sweeps and setting up entry  

scanning positions -- around the first of VANOC's venues, the Main  

Media Centre at the Trade & Convention centres at the north foot of  

Burrard. And that means VANOC sponsor Garret Metal Detectors of  

Garland, Texas, is also to install and set up the first of 550 walk- 

through doorway-style metal detectors and 1,100 security wands, and  

putting in place its maintenance package for them, part of a package  

worth about C$3.5 million.

  -- Lockdown of the Vancouver and Whistler Athletes Villages are also  

expected to begin today.

  -- VANOC's Accreditation desk opens at the Olympic Family hotels:  

The Westin Bayshore, the Vancouver Marriott Pinnacle Downtown and the  

Harbourside, across the street from the Pinnacle.

  -- Construction is to be finished by today on two log cabins 4.9  

metres x 5.5m (16 feet x 18 feet) with diamond-rib brown metal roofing  

and a loft, one at BC Institute of Technology's campus parking lot in  

Burnaby, the other at Capilano University's parking lot in North  

Vancouver, for use during the 2010 Games for marketing the province's  

park system to international tourists through the use of displays with  

LCD screens and staff, and for visitor information. Those two parking  

lots are two of VANOC's main park-and-shuttle locations while the  

Games are underway; they are where spectators board buses to Olympic  

venues at Cypress Park in West Vancouver and the Callaghan Valley near  

Whistler.

  -- The Vancouver 2010 Indigenous Youth Gathering -- native dancers  

from across Canada, with their regalia, begin their two week visit to  

participate in Games-related cultural events.

* January 31:

  -- Production is scheduled to be completed on about 5,000 Games- 

related signs to be installed throughout the Games footprint by  

TransLink, Vancouver City, Richmond, VANOC, West Vancouver, Whistler  

and the BC Ministry of Transportation.

  -- Construction is to begin by today on construction of Whistler's  

Olympic & Paralympic cauldron at Celebration Plaza.

  -- Load-in period for Vancouver's two LiveCity celebration sites ends.
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